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INTRODUCTION

The National Association of the Deaf in Thailand has
produced Thai Sign Language Book 1and 2. The two books
have been carefully arranged into categorized vocabulary in
order to provide learning opportunities for deaf persons who
are illiterate, families of deaf individuals, and various agencies
that work the deaf people. Furthermore, the general public will
be able to develop basic skills in Thai Sign Language to enable
them to communicate with deaf people in a more positive
manner. NADT's aim is to expand public awareness,
knowledge, and understanding of Thai Sign Language.

NADT would like to express their deep appreciation to
the Japanese Federation of the deaf (JFD) and the Ministry
of Posts and Telecommunication (MPT) The Postal Saving for
International Voluntary Aid in Japan and their generous support
with funding for production and publication of Thai Sign
Language book 1 and 2. We would also like to thank others
who have cooperated in making this project possible. The
project team has tried to produce Thai Sign Language Book
1 and 2 as a valuable asset and a very useful resource
for people interested in working and communicating with
deaf people.

If the project team has made any oversights or errors
in these book, they would be pleased to receive any
suggestions or advice on way to improve future publications.



Knowledge of Sign Language

In Thailand, Thai is Official language and National
language. Thailand has another indigenous language; this is
Thai Sign Language. It is in use throughout Thailand Dy
thousands of Thai Deaf people. Sign Language is a Deaf
person's first language. Many people think that sign language
is one international language and/or that it is merely a manual
version of the spoken and written language. This however is
not the case. Each sign language has it's own syntax and
grammar as does each spoken language. Therefore, executing
a sign correctly is equally as important as pronouncing a word
correctly. For accurate, clear "pronunciation” in sign language
careful attention must be given to slight distinctions in these
vital components: handshape, palm orientation, location, body
movement, rhythm, and facial expression. In order to
communication in sign language most effectively all of these
components need to be incorporated into the signs and
sentences according to the structure of the sign language. To
emphasize the seriousness of each of these components
being executed correctly, if a single handshape is varied even
slightly, it may become a different sign having an entirely
different meaning. With this information in mind, it is clear that
learning to form and execute signs and sentences property is
the only way to send the correct message in Thai Sign
Language.
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Mavement is from point to point
by small steps, with 4 slight bounce
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Repeated movements
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Unidirectional miovements
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Bidirectional movernents
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Alternating movements by the two
hands, unidirectional movements
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Repeated circling, pivoting from the
wrist or elbow (the approximate circle
which is easiest for the muscles o
procuce)
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Vibrating and nodding movements,

and forearm rotation
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Biclirectional vibrating movenients
(small very quick movements)
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The examples of Thai Sign Language Grammar
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Thai Sign Language Thai Language

1. WAS-LYH 1. ALAIYY
Red-Dark Dark red

2. WEI-LUN 2. RN
Green-Dark Dark green

3. -9 3. Ae99%
Green-Light Light green

4. WBu-su 4. Rudusou
Blue-Light Light blue
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The illustration examples of Thai Sign Language Grammar

1. Aunadx 2. dlondi
Dark red Dark green

1 2
3. filflyaoou 4. i duseu
Light green Light blue
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sweet
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of average taste




0398

delicious

lsiogoe / lsifisavm

has no taste / bland food
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The examples of Thai Sign Language Grammar
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Thai Sign Language Thai Language
1. A% 1. WANNIN

Salt Very Salt
2. NY 2. AN

Sweet Very Sweet
3. Wien 3. Wieasnn

Sour Very Sour
4. LAR 4. WWANN

Spicy Very Spicy
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The illustration examples of Thai Sign Language Grammar

1. LANHN 2. WITHHIN
Very salty Very sweetl

3. Wivawmn 4. Wfiann
Very sour Very spicy
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marian plum
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cashew nut
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olive
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cantaloup
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star gooseberry
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star apple
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Thai cantaloup
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rose-apple

HENI2

coconut
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type of rose-apple
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pomegranate
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tamarind

NEUTHINF

manila tamarind
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The examples of Thai Sign Language Grammar
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Thai Sign Language Thai Language
1. AN-LAN 1. ANHALAN l
|
Orange-Small A small orange
2. AN-NATS 2. AUWANAT
Orange-Medium A medium orange
3. dN-1ng 3. AHUNA G
Orange-Big A big orange
130 By
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The illustration examples of Thai Sign Language Grammar
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1. dxsadn

L 27N

A small orange

2. fixganay

A medium orange

3. dnualvo)

A big orange.
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LHAIUT
fruit fly
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centipede
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Worm
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jellyfish

Uzn3v

coral

&
!
&

0

:






UNNTLADNLNA

ostrich

HNEN
U




£







&
2
)5

:



HLED
butterfly
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dragonfly
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The examples of Thai Sign Language Grammar
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Thai Sign Language Thai Language
1. R8-(v139ueuie) 1. (R29957

Tiger Tiger run fast
2. W-(YINARTUYBILEN) 2. W1AAINT

Turtle Turtle creep slowly
3. fuv-2 3. §1Y 2 613

- Dog-Two Two dogs

4. WNI-Y1I 4. LIAY?

Cat-White White cat.
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The illustration examples of Thai Sign Language Grammar

1. @efusa 2. whrautin

Tiger run fast Turtle creep slowly

3. gvv 2 97 4. w7
Two dogs White cat
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